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Abstract
 
Diagrammatic heuristics have played a crucial role in the development of both cognitive science and  
semiotics.  Notably,  the  image-schematic  diagrams  of  cognitive  semantics  are  based  on  ordinary 
gestalt  experiences  of  the  human body in space that  enable networks of metaphorical  projection.  
Likewise,  in Peircean semiotics,  hypoiconic  diagrams of  sign relations are  based on hermeneutic 
phenomenology  and  valence  analysis,  yielding  the  triadic  nonreduction  theorem  and  revealing 
pervasive  networks  of  semiosis  via  an  evolutionary  architectonic.  Both  approaches  seek  a 
comprehensive, transdisciplinary account of meaning in a realist-oriented ontology. Other rich links 
between the two include the pragmatist doctrine of continuity (“synechism” in Peircean terms) and the 
primary modeling system of lived human experience, (“embodied cognition” in Cognitivist terms). In 
a  bid  to  exploit  such  agreements  and  further  the  integration  of  the  two  approaches,  this  paper 
recommends the recovery of an ancient diagram outlined by Marcus Vitruvius Pollio in his 25 BCE 
work, de Architectura. The diagram supplies not only an elegant heuristic but a powerful hermeneutic, 
well-suited to the integrative task at hand. In a passage describing the relative proportions of the 
human  body  as  the  basis  for  geometric  science,  Vitruvius  and  his  early  interpreters  unwittingly 
diagram  basic  patterns  that  are  both  image  schematic  and  relationally  triadic.  Using  various 
renaissance era renderings of the Vitruvian diagram as an aid to inquiry serves not only to clarify 
numerous  abstruse  dialogic  complexities  of  Peircean  thought,  such  as  the  interdependent,  yet  
irreducibly triadic, nature of semiosis and the paradoxes of transcendental and ontological relations, 
but also roots these complexities in the lived, multiply-chiasmic experience of the human body-mind. 
Our  ‘first  interpretant’  as  living humans is  a  chiasmic interpretant  at  multiple  levels,  none more 
apparent,  nor  more  overlooked,  than  the  inverse  correlative  oppositions  of  our  four  outstretched 
extremities, with the navel situated at the corporeal centre of our biological umwelt. The implied X-
like symmetry is  merely dyadic but  recalls  the semiotic oppositions of Griemasean structuralism,  
which may be fruitfully incorporated into the heuristic. Naturally, our extremities must be mediated  
by our torsos, which support further correlative oppositions in the neck-head continuum and pelvis-
abdomen continuum; the Vitruvian rhombus asserts that the proper mediation of dyadic oppositions is 
necessary  for  the  emergence  of  meaning.  The  geometric  representation  of  these  contrapuntal  
relationships provides a congruent pattern for illustrating the complex interdependencies of semiosis  
and embodied meaning in general. If contemporary semiotic science errs on the disembodied side of 
congruent  meaning,  contemporary  cognitive  science  errs  on  the  incongruous  side  of  embodied 
meaning. A correlative relation emerges. Whereas cognitive image schematics, such as the balance 
schemata,  are  useful  for  illustrating  the  embodied  sources  of  human  meaning  making,  semiotic 
hypoicons,  such  as  the  valental  graphs,  are  useful  for  illustrating ways  in  which relational  logic  
applies to modes of meaningful communication ranging far beyond human semiosis. Both are crucial,  
and the complexities of each may be triadically embodied in a single heuristic diagram.
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